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World Radiocommunication Conference 2000 (WRC-2000) – Outcomes
8 May – 2 June 2000, Istanbul, Turkey
1. Introduction

WRC-2000 was held at the turn of the Century and met in Istanbul (a change away from the traditional venue in Geneva).  (Sometimes WRC-2000 has been abbreviated to WRC-00, but this could be confusing).
It was hailed as a success because it was able to come to grips with key and ever more complex issues.  Some landmark decisions were made at WRC-2000.  The rapid growth of radio-based systems and their increasing globalization was making it ever more difficult to share the limited resource of the radio frequency spectrum.  The results provided the conditions for the industry to develop and deploy a host of sophisticated new radio-based communications systems over the next few years.  In particular, cellular systems were developing rapidly and demanding ever more spectrum.
WRC-2000 adopted a partial revision of the international Radio Regulations and decided that the revised provisions should enter into force on 1 January 2002.  There were some exceptions for those provisions for which another date was specifically indicated.  Some decisions and associated transitional arrangements entered into force earlier on 3 June 2000.
2. Impacts on the Amateur Service

At WRC-2000 there were no agenda items that solely and directly concerned the Amateur Service.  Some of the agenda items of other services could have affected us, especially as cellular system growth displaces other services that may then in turn look to share or take part of our bands.
However, major progress was made in getting two items of critical importance onto the Agenda for the next WRC-03.  They concerned:

· Revision of Article 25 and other related provisions for the Amateur Service

· Possible realignment of the allocations to the amateur, amateur-satellite and broadcasting services around 7 MHz on a worldwide basis

More details are given in a later section below.

3. Highlights of the Agenda Items of Other Services
Significant outcomes for other services at WRC-2000 were:

· Additional spectrum for IMT-2000 third generation mobile systems

Third generation (3G) mobile systems based on ITU’s IMT-2000 standard were due to come into service very soon in 2000 in several countries.  It was therefore very important to increase available spectrum for 3G services.  The existing spectrum identified in 1992 was based on a model where voice services were considered to be the major source of traffic, and only low data rate services were considered in addition.  The extra spectrum now needed was based on three main considerations: (a) the number of users which is expected to reach an estimated 2 billion mobile users worldwide by 2010; (b) the rapid growth of mobile data services, mobile e-commerce, wireless internet access and mobile video-based services, and (c) the need to secure common spectrum worldwide for global roaming and cheaper handsets.
· Spectrum for the terrestrial component of IMT-2000

Spectrum was allocated at 806 - 960 MHz, 1 710 - 1 885 MHz and 2 500 - 2 690 MHz for IMT-2000.
· Sharing Between Non Geostationary-Satellite Orbit satellites (NGSO) and Geostationary-Satellite Orbit Satellites (GSO)

Intense private sector interest in the potential of satellite systems to deliver mobile voice and broadband data services had resulted in a large number of proposed new systems and services from non-geostationary satellites.
· Re-Planning of the Broadcasting-Satellite Service for Regions 1 & 3

· Global Satellite Positioning Systems

WRC-2000 provided additional allocations for the radio navigation-satellite service.  The additional spectrum made it possible for the two current systems – Russia’s GLONASS (Global Navigation Satellite System) and the US Global Positioning System (GPS) to develop into second-generation systems; while providing room for Europe’s new system – Galileo.

· Quiet Zones for Radio astronomy

· High-density Fixed Systems

High density fixed services (HDFS) covered new wireless point-to-point and point-to-multipoint technologies ranging from Fixed Wireless Access (FWA) to high-speed broadband wireless systems such as Local Multipoint Distribution Service (LMDS).
· Administrative due diligence

Evaluation of the administrative due diligence procedure led to the adoption of temporary measures to improve satellite filing procedures in a bid to reduce the backlog in processing.
· Cost-recovery for satellite filings
4. Future Agenda Items
Two “Future Agenda Items” for the next WRC-03 were approved that have the potential to significantly affect the future of amateur radio.  The first one, Agenda Item 1.7 (WRC-03) sought to comprehensively review the “Articles” in the Radio Regulations that set our conditions of operation, qualifications and other essential provisions.

The second item, Agenda Item 1.23 (WRC-03) sought to review the spectrum around 7 MHz and ideally “recover” spectrum in the range 7.1 – 7.3 MHz that was “lost” from Regions 1 and 3 many years ago – and to better align with Region 2.
Agenda Item 1.7 (WRC-03)

1.7 “to consider issues concerning the amateur and amateur-satellite services:
1.7.1 possible revision of Article S25;
1.7.2 review of the provisions of Article S19 concerning the formation of call signs in the amateur services in order to provide flexibility for administrations;

1.7.3 review of the terms and definitions of Article S1 to the extent required as a consequence of changes made in Article S25”
Agenda Item 1.23 (WRC-03)
1.23 “to consider realignment of the allocations to the amateur, amateur-satellite and broadcasting services around 7 MHz on a worldwide basis, taking into account Recommendation 718 (WARC-92)”
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